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Great Salt Lake Advisory Council

1st Annual Report on February    , 2011, to the

Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

Background

The Great Salt Lake Advisory Council (“Council”) was established by House Bill 343 in the 2010 session of the Utah State Legislature.  Council members were appointed by Governor Herbert, with consent of the Utah Senate, in June 2010.  Governor Herbert kicked off the initial Council meeting on June 30, 2010.

Duties of the Great Salt Lake Advisory Council

Legislation creating the Great Salt Lake Advisory Council identifies five specific “duties” of the Council:

1) Advise the governor, the Department of Natural Resources (“DNR”), and the Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ”) “on the sustainable use, protection, and development of the Great Salt Lake” (“GSL”) “in terms of balancing:  (i) sustainable use; (ii) environmental health; and (iii) reasonable access for existing and future development.”
2) Assist the Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands (“FFSL”) in its statutory responsibilities for the Great Salt Lake (i.e. to prepare and implement a comprehensive management plan, initiate and publish studies of the lake, coordinate activities of DNR divisions with respect to the lake).

3) Recommend appointments to the GSL technical team and utilize technical support from that team.

4) Assist DNR and DEQ and their boards in their responsibilities for the Great Salt Lake.

5) Report “annually” to the Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee “on the council’s activities.”

2010 Activities of the Great Salt Lake Advisory Council 

Consistent with its five statutory duties, the Council initiated the following activities in 2010:

1) The Council prepared itself to provide substantive advice on Great Salt Lake (to the statutorily-designated recipients) by holding five formal meetings in 2010 that included:  briefings (industry, agency, environmental); tours (of Antelope Island, Gilbert Bay, Promontory, GSL Minerals, Promontory Point, Bear River Bird Refuge, Farmington Bay, GSL Marina, Stansbury, South-shore industries); formal discussions about governance, issues and priorities; and other fact-finding and evaluation activities regarding GSL.  

2) The Council began assisting FFSL in its statutory responsibility to prepare a comprehensive management plan (“CMP”) by:  meeting with the FFSL planning team staff and representatives three times in 2010 to discuss the plan and process; and establishing a formal process to provide input and feedback to the FFSL planning team and staff through completion of the plan in 2011 and during subsequent plan implementation.

3) Council members agreed to assist FFSL in strengthening its GSL technical team by identifying and recommending candidates for the GSL technical team, focusing on technical experience and qualifications.  During 2011 and beyond, the Council will utilize the GSL technical team for its expertise.

4) The Council took its first step in assisting Departments and boards by responding favorably to a formal DEQ request for a Council representative to serve as liaison for the Council on a GSL-related water quality standards Steering Committee.  Pursuant to its statutory duties, the Council intends to continue to assist state departments and boards in their responsibilities related to GSL.

5) The Council will fulfill its annual report responsibility to the legislature, beginning with this report on 2010 activities and 2011 tasks provided to the Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee in February 2011.

2011 Tasks and Activities of the Great Salt Lake Advisory Council

During 2011, the Council will continue to focus on its five statutory duties (outlined above) to advise, assist, and report to the governor, state agencies and the legislature in their respective responsibilities regarding Great Salt Lake, including tasks initiated in 2010 (outlined above) that carry over into 2011.  

As a result of our 2010 fact-finding activities and evaluation, the Council has identified four (4) critical areas of immediate inquiry, for 2011, that Council members unanimously believe are necessary to fulfill the Council’s statutory duties and which will provide valuable, essential data on GSL to the governor, the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of Environmental Quality, and the legislature:

1) Economic Impacts/Benefits – The Council will prepare a report identifying the economic impact of Great Salt Lake on the State of Utah.  Areas of consideration include, but are not limited to:  recreation, tourism, mineral extraction, brine shrimp harvest, other economic activity, air quality, wildlife viewing, wildlife hunting, education, overall employment, lake effect, etc.  The report will identify economic benefits the State of Utah derives from GSL.

2) Indicators of Lake Health – The Council will prepare a report identifying a scientific definition of what constitutes a healthy Great Salt Lake.  Areas of consideration include, but are not limited to:  identification of key ecological targets, their essential attributes, what indicators to use to measure GSL health, current conditions, stresses on chosen targets, scientific recommendation on desired condition, and a monitoring program to track key indicators over time.

3) Water Budget/Audit – The Council desires a report providing a clear picture of the sources and uses of water in the watershed as it affects Great Salt Lake.  Areas of evaluation include flows in and out, major diversions, evaporation, seasonal variations, factors that determine how much water gets into the lake, etc.  The Council will investigate the feasibility of preparing such a report.

4) Research Needs – The Council will prepare a report identifying GSL research needs that require further understanding in order to understand the statutory subjects of  “(i) sustainable use; (ii) environmental health; and (iii) reasonable access for existing and future development.”  The report will include a description and justification for each research topic and an estimate of the time and money required to complete each task.  Working with the GSL technical team, the Council will include a priority ranking for the research.
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