Utah Air Boat Inc.

The Utah Airboat Association (known legally as Utah Air Boat Inc.) has a long history
here in Utah. In the early 1940’s, workers at the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge in
Brigham City built an airboat to help get around in the marsh. By the late 1950’s there
was a growing popularity of airboats in Utah and in the early 1960°s a group of hunters
decided to form an organization of like-minded individuals with airboats. The Utah
Airboat Association was born out of the desire of these people to work toward wetland
conservation as well as enjoying the hobby that they loved.

Utah Air Boat Inc promotes the interests of airboating, cooperates with state and federal
agencies for the enforcement of wildlife rules and regulations, and works toward
conservation of wetlands and waterfowl. After the flooding of the 80’s, the Utah Airboat
Association started building nesting platforms for ducks and geese at several Waterfowl
Management Areas in Utah. The last 3 years, UABI has joined together with the Utah
Waterfowl Association in their duck-nesting project at Farmington Bay WMA. The
UABI supplies manpower, airboats and fuel to install and maintain duck and goose
nesting structures. Each year, the Airboat Association performs service projects that have
included lakefront debris clean-ups, beach clean-ups at Antelope Island, clean-up of
Decker Lake, nesting structures, and boat ramp repairs/maintenance, including ramps
located within state Waterfowl Management Areas. The Airboat Association has also
been involved with spraying and control of the invasive species of Phragmites that is
currently destroying the marsh along the Wasatch Front.

The Utah Airboat Association has several boating/cookout parties out on the Great Salt
Lake each spring and summer as well as a fall cookout and boat run in September of each
year. No special permits are needed to operate airboats on the GSL There are a number
of pressures that affect the Airboat Association’s ability to recreate on the GSL, including
the reduction of water inflows coming to the lake and its corresponding wetland complex,
the phragmites invasion, and the loss of waterfowl habitat due to industrial development.

The Airboat Association members have a deep love and concern for the Great Salt Lake
and it’s marshes. With threats to the lake’s complex ecosystem arising more and more
frequently, airboaters feel it is vitally important to help protect this valuable and beautiful
Utah resource.
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